
 

 

ENC 1102 First-Year Writing, Reading, 
Research 

 
Fall 2013 ~ MWF 9:05-9:55am ~ 217 Williams Building 

 
Instructor:  Joe Cirio 
E-mail:   jc12t@my.fsu.edu 
Office:   222A Williams Building 
Office Hours:  M 10am-12pm and by appointment  
 
FIRST YEAR COMPOSITION MISSION STATEMENT  
 First-Year Composition courses at Florida State University teach writing as a 
recursive and frequently collaborative process of invention, drafting, and revising. 
Writing is both personal and social, and students should learn how to write for a variety 
of purposes and audiences. Since writing is a process of making meaning as well as 
communicating, First-Year Composition teachers respond to the content of students' 
writing as well as to surface errors. Students should expect frequent written and oral 
response on the content of their writing from both teachers and peers. 
 Students are expected to be active participants in the classroom community. 
Learning from each other and from their teachers, students are invited to give 
thoughtful, reasoned responses to both assigned readings and the compositions of their 
peers. With an emphasis on in-class discussions and workshops, First-Year Composition 
courses facilitate critical understandings between reading and composing. 
 If you would like further information regarding FSU's First-Year Composition 
Program, feel free to contact the program director, Dr. Deborah Coxwell-Teague 
(dteague@fsu.edu). 
 
COURSE GOALS 
 By the end of this course, the student should: 
 

! Be able to respond appropriately to different kinds of rhetorical situations, 
keeping in mind audience, medium, and genre,  

! Understand that writing, reading, and thinking is a process—this course should 
help the student be aware of his or her own process. 

! Be able to assess, evaluate, critique, and adjust his or her texts according to the 
needs of the genre, situation, audience, medium, etc.  

! Be able to understand the collaborative and social aspects of the writing process 
! Understand that responses can be composed in more than one medium 
! Be able to compose, produce, create in multiple different forums and be able to 

understand the rhetorical nuances to those platforms.  
 
REQUIREMENTS OF COURSE 
>Beyond Words, FSU Custom Edition by Ruszkiewicz, Anderson and Friend (Pearson, 
2012)  
>The Curious Researcher, FSU Custom Edition by Bruce Ballenger (Pearson, 2012)  



 

 

>The McGraw-Hill Handbook by Maimon, Peritz, and Yancey (McGraw-Hill, 2013)  
>Access to a computer  
 
ATTENDANCE 
 The First-Year Composition program maintains a strict attendance policy to 
which this course adheres: an excess of six absences is grounds for failure. Save your 
absences for when you get sick or for family emergencies. Not showing up for a 
conference will also count as an absence as well. Tardiness can also amount to absences. 
I define tardiness as coming in after I have taken attendance. Three instances of 
tardiness equates to one absence. Part of your grade is based on class participation – if 
you are not here you cannot participate.  
 
FIRST YEAR COMPOSITION DROP POLICY 
 This course is NOT eligible to be dropped in accordance with the “Drop Policy” 
adopted by the Faculty Senate in Spring 2004. The Undergraduate Studies Dean will not 
consider drop requests for a First-Year Composition course unless there are 
extraordinary and extenuating circumstances utterly beyond the student's control (i.e. 
death of a parent or sibling, illness requiring hospitalization, etc.). The Faculty Senate 
specifically eliminated First-Year Composition courses from the University Drop Policy 
because of the overriding requirement that First-Year Composition be completed during 
students' initial enrollment at FSU.  
 
CIVILITY AND PROFESSIONALISM 
 I will tolerate neither disruptive language nor disruptive behavior. Disruptive 
language includes, but is not limited to, violent and/or belligerent and/or insulting 
remarks, including sexist, racist, homophobic or anti- ethnic slurs, bigotry, and 
disparaging commentary, either spoken or written (offensive slang is included in this 
category). While I agree that you each have a right to your own opinions, inflammatory 
language founded in ignorance or hate is unacceptable and will be dealt with 
immediately. This classroom functions on the premise of respect and if you violate any 
part of the course civility policy, you will be asked to leave the class and will be marked 
absent for the day.   
 As a university student, you will be held to the highest degree of professionalism. 
This includes coming to class having read all of the assigned readings and having 
completed the assignments for the day. Class discussions and activities are designed to 
enrich your understanding of the assigned readings, not to act as a supplement for them. 
You cannot improve as a reader and/or writer without individually preparing for class.  
 
PLAGIARISM  
 Plagiarism is grounds for suspension from the university as well as for failure in 
this course. It will not be tolerated. Any instance of plagiarism, including self-
plagiarism, must be reported to the Director of First-Year Composition and the Director 
of Undergraduate Studies. Plagiarism is a counterproductive, non-writing behavior that 
is unacceptable in a course intended to aid the growth of individual writers.  
 Plagiarism is included among the violations defined in the Academic Honor 
Code,section b), paragraph 2, as follows: "Regarding academic assignments, violations 
of the Academic Honor Code shall include representing another's work or any part 



 

 

thereof, be it published or unpublished, as one's own." A plagiarism education 
assignment that further explains this issue will be administered in all first-year writing 
courses during the second week of class. Each student will be responsible for completing 
the assignment and asking questions regarding any parts they do not fully understand.  
  
GORDON RULE  
 In order to fulfill FSU’s Gordon Rule “W” Designation (writing) credit, the 
student must earn a “C-” or better in the course. The University stipulates that students 
must write 7000 words in ENC 1101 & 1102 (at least 3500 words per course) to earn 
Gordon Rule credit. 



 

 

 Resources 
 
ADA  
 Students with disabilities needing academic accommodations should in the first 
week of class 1) register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability 
Resource Center (SDRC) and 2) bring a letter to the instructor from SDRC indicating the 
need for academic accommodations. This and all other class materials are available in 
alternative format upon request.  
 
READING/WRITING CENTER (RWC)  
 The Reading/Writing Center (located in Williams 222-C and on Johnston’s 
ground floor), is devoted to individualized instruction in reading and writing. Part of the 
English Department, the RWC serves Florida State University students at all levels and 
from all majors. Its clients include a cross-section of the campus: first-year students 
writing for composition class, upper level students writing term papers, seniors 
composing letters of applications for jobs and graduate schools, graduate students 
working on theses and dissertations, multilingual students mastering English, and a 
variety of others. The RWC serves mostly walk-in tutoring appointments, however it 
also offers three different courses for credit that specifically target reading, 
undergraduate-level writing, and graduate-level writing.  
 The tutors in the RWC use a process-centered approach to help students at any 
stage of writing: from generating ideas, to drafting, organizing and revising. While the 
RWC does not provide editing or proofreading services, its tutors can help writers build 
their own editing and proofreading strategies. Our approach to tutoring is to help 
students grow as writers, readers and critical thinkers by developing strategies for 
writing in a variety of situations. Hours of operation vary from semester to semester. 
Visit the RWC web site website at https://fsu.mywconline.com/ or call 644-6495 for 
information.  
  
STROZIER SATELLITE LOCATION  
 The Strozier location serves students where it is most convenient for them, and 
alongside the research and advising services the library offers. Only walk-in 
appointments are available at this RWC location, on a first- come first-served basis, but 
students can sign up in advance the day of an appointment at the tutoring area. Hours 
vary by semester, but are updated on both the RWC web site and the Strozier Library 
web site at the start of each semester.  
  
DIGITAL STUDIO  
 The Digital Studio provides support to students working individually or in groups 
on a variety of digital projects, such as designing a web site, developing an electronic 
portfolio for a class, creating a blog, selecting images for a visual essay, adding voiceover 
to a presentation, or writing a script for a podcast. Tutors who staff the Digital Studio 
can help students brainstorm essay ideas, provide feedback on the content and design of 
a digital project, or facilitate collaboration for group projects and presentations. 
Students can use the Digital Studio to work on their own to complete class assignments 
or to improve overall capabilities in digital communication without a tutoring 



 

 

appointment if a work station is available. However, tutor availability and workspace are 
limited so appointments are recommended.  
 To make an appointment visit the writing center website or visit the Digital 
Studio in Williams 222-B or in Johnston. Hours vary by semester and are updated on 
the website.  
 



 

 

Assessment and Evaluation 
 
PORTFOLIO EVALUATION HYBRID 
 A portfolio of your work will be submitted at the end of the semester containing 
all your major projects and journals. Your final grade will be based on this portfolio 
AND your final drafts handed in throughout the semester. This type of evaluation gives 
you the opportunity to revise your essays until you submit your portfolio at the end of 
the semester, but also encourages you to take each draft seriously throughout the 
semester.   
 I will give you an “as-is” grade for each final draft—that grade will be worth 50% 
of your final grade for that major project. The other 50% will be determined after you 
revised. In other words, each of your major projects will be assessed twice and then 
averaged. 
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 
Journals 10%  
Participation 10% 
 Attendance: 50% (5% overall) 
 Presentations: 50% (5% overall) 
Portfolio 80% 
 Project 1: 30% (24& overall) 
 Project 2: 15% (12% overall) 
 Project 3: 40% (32% overall) 
 Project 4: 15% (12% overall) 
 
DRAFTS, REVISIONS, AND FINAL PAPERS 
 You'll need to make copies of your drafts and revisions before you come to class 
on days we workshop. The number of drafts needed will be provided to you prior to each 
workshop. You have access to a number of computer labs around campus; so, if you 
don't have your own computer, take advantage of one of FSU's. Final papers do not need 
covers or title pages. You will be responsible for some photocopying and/or printing 
expenses for this class in order to share your writing with your peers. You will generally 
be choosing your own topics and structures for the drafts and papers in this class. You 
will be required to share your work with your classmates so take care in what you choose 
to write about. Your writing for this class is nearly always public writing in the sense 
that others will be reading, hearing, and commenting on it.  
 
GROUP PRESENTATIONS: The Curious Researcher 
 For these presentations, you will work with a group of your classmates to 
summarize a chapter or section of The Curious Researcher and present your summary 
to your classmates. Your presentation should include the following elements:  
 
! A concise yet thorough summary of the main information of the chapter you are 

covering—pick out the most valuable and relevant points to discuss. 
! The Curious Researcher offers some activities that help in the research/writing 

process—present at least one to the class (and by present, I mean do the activity with 
the class) 



 

 

! Provide a handout for your classmates summarizing the content of your presentation 
(1-2 pages, double spaced)  

! Post all the materials used  (e.g., PowerPoint presentation, Word document, website, 
digital video, your handout) on our Blackboard site. Materials should be posted 
before your presentation.  

 
 Half of the grade for this project will be assigned to the collaborative work of the 
group. You will be working with the same group throughout the course of the semester, 
so take care how you present yourself to that group. If a group member is not 
participating in or contributing to the work of the group, please let me know as soon as 
possible. I will not allow that student’s lack of participation to harm the group as a 
whole.  
 Each student is responsible for speaking during the presentation. Please ensure 
that the presentation time is divided proportionately among group members so that 
each member may be graded individually.  These presentations will be considered in 
your participation grade.  
 Some advice: In my experience, the weakest presentations are those where each 
group member is delegated one portion of the chapter and works independently on their 
portion; then, on the day of the presentation, everyone always goes wayyyy too long 
because they didn’t know what the other group members were presenting on. I highly 
recommend meeting in person and working through the presentation together.  
 
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENTS 
 Journal assignments for this course are projects on a much smaller scale.  Each 
week that you have a journal assignment, I will first ask you to create a special text that 
you will consider critically a rhetorical medium.  For those weeks, I will assign the 
medium you will be composing with.  
 After you’ve created the text, you will be required to compose a 300-500 word 
reflection on creating, producing, circulating the text.  You will discuss your rhetorical 
choices, process, and connections to other texts, concepts, people, etc.  Also, for each 
journal assignment, you must respond to at least one other student‘s journal in 100-200 
words. Blogs and responses will be due by 8pm of the night before class the next day (for 
example, if journal responses are due by Wednesday, your response must be posted by 
8pm on Tuesday night). 
 Also, there are no Pop Quizzes in this course; however, some days during class I 
will assign some free writing or reflections to be done outside of class that will count 
toward participation. These are not outlined on the syllabus like the other assignments; 
instead, I will mention them during class time and post the assignment on my blog.  
 Responses do not need to be formal, but should offer snap shots into what you’re 
thinking at that moment of creating that text.  I will most likely incorporate many of 
your responses into class discussions. Journal assignments and reflections will be 
hosted on your personal blog space so that others can respond to your post, but all 
journal assignments should be put in your WIX portfolio by the end of the term. Many—
if not all—of these texts that I assign will be in a medium that may not be easily placed 
on a computer screen; nonetheless, you should find a way to post something that shows 
me your assignment (either scanning it, taking a picture of it, or a blueprint of some 
kind).



 

 

Class Requirements/Assignments 
 
Project 1, HYPERLINK TEXT:  
Defining what everyday writing means to you.  
  The purpose of this first assignment is for you to conceptualize the role writing 
has taken in your life so far—you will use personal experience as evidence to support 
your arguments.   
 There are two parts to this project: (1) a collection of experiences and (2) 
reflection.  The completed project will be hosted on WIX.  
 
PART ONE 
 The first part of this project is to write a series of segments, chunks, flashes of 
text that highlights specific and significant experiences in your life related to writing.  
This part of the project functions as a mosaic—a collection of flashes that speak to your 
experiences with writing.  
 Each segment should be about moments in your life that involved writing or 
composing. Logistically, a complete project will include 5-7 segments of texts that are 
250-500 words in length. You may also include RELEVANT images or videos or other 
multi-media texts to accompany your flashes.  Each segment will have their own page on 
your WIX site. 
 The focus of this course is research—the purpose of this first part of the project is 
to construct the pieces of evidence that will be used to support your reflection on writing 
in part 2 of this project.  
 
PART TWO 
 Using the personal experiences you wrote in the first part as evidence, define 
writing and reflect on the role writing has taken in your life.  Consider the trends and 
keywords that you used in your flashes—what connections exist between each 
experience? What connections can you make to your personal experiences and to other 
texts/information/concepts?  
 Logistically, this text should be 4-5 pages in length.  There should be no need to 
re-tell each of the flashes you’ve already written in Part one; this should be 4-5 pages of 
critical reflection. This text will have it’s own page on your WIX site—the completed 
project should have links to your flashes on other pages on your WIX site or other places 
on the internet. By the end, this should be an interesting and interactive text.  
 
Project 2, RESEARCH (in three components):  
Scaffolding for the Research Paper 
 The following pieces are meant to prepare you for the major research paper.  
 
Project 2.1 PURPOSE STATEMENT  
Situating yourself within a relevant conversation 
 For this piece, I want you to begin to discover an area of writing or composing 
that interests you. This statement is meant to demonstrate to me that your interests are 
part of a larger, relevant conversation. But also, you can trace the influences that lead to 
this interest—what personal experiences, readings, or texts have influenced this area of 
interest? Logistically, this should be 1-2 pages 



 

 

 
Project 2.2 RESEARCH QUESTIONS  
Raising questions that may lead your research 
 In your purpose statement, you told me the influences that lead to an interest, 
but now you should begin to ask questions that you could potentially research and write 
about. So, based on your area of interest, what are three points of inquiry you could 
potentially research? What are your questions? Logistically, this should be 1-2 pages. 
 
Project 2.3 ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPH  
Annotate me some sources, yo. 
 Key to understanding your area of interest and in researching your questions is 
finding the sources that are part of the conversation.  You should find at least five 
sources to annotate; an annotation is not just summary: it should reflect on the source 
to help you gauge how relevant it should be. Each annotation should be between 200-
300 words. 
 
Project 3, Research Paper:  
Explore a specific aspect of a topic in everyday writing.  
 Your paper should surround either an argument or a hypothesis.  In an 
argument, you are using your paper to provide evidence for a claim you already know to 
be true. A hypothesis is a kind of question that you want to think through—you make 
your conclusions at the end after you’ve explored the question fully.  A few suggestions: 
make sure your major claim is specific—try to avoid making your major claim a large, 
general question that you may not be able to fully answer. But also, make sure this is a 
topic you find interesting—if you’re not interested in your topic, I won’t be interested 
either.  
 Logistically, this paper should be 8-10 pages, in MLA format, 12-point font, 1 inch 
margins, and have at least five sources—at least two of those sources should be peer 
reviewed.  
 
Project 4, PORTFOLIO and REFLECTION:  
 This portfolio assignment is a collection of some of the work you’ve been doing 
throughout the entire semester. The portfolio will include all the major assignments and 
journal assignments. Accompanied with the portfolio will be a reflection letter. This 
reflection is meant to show me how your notion of “writing” and “writer” may or may 
not have evolved throughout the course.  Point to specific journal assignments, readings, 
or your own research that helps demonstrate how you progressed through the course. 
For someone encountering your portfolio, what should they expect? What should they 
pay attention to? This letter should be demonstrating (to me and to those who 
encounter your portfolio) that you were tracking your progress throughout the 
semester—that you were aware of potential changes in shifts in how you thought.  
 Logistically, the portfolio will be hosted on a WIX website and include all major 
assignments and a journal assignments. The letter should be 2-3 pages in length and 
posted as a preface to your portfolio.  The portfolio also gives you an opportunity to 
revise your major assignments. For all major assignments, please accompany each 
major assignment with all previous drafts (with my or your peer’s feedback). Also, 



 

 

attach a list of changes from the final draft to the draft you revised for the portfolio. This 
is so I can see if you’ve revised the paper and what those revisions are.  
 
 
 



ENC 1102 First-Year Writing, Reading, 
Research 

~ 

Course Schedule 
 
Week 1 Introduction/What is Writing?  
 
M Aug 26 – Syllabus/introduction 
W Aug 28 – What is Writing? 
F Aug 30 – Project 1 Overview  
 
Week 2 Audience 
 
M Sept 2 – NO CLASS LABOUR DAY 
W Sept 4   

READING: Beyond Words “Considering Audience” (15-21) & “Reaching an 
audience” (55-9) 

JOURNAL: Compose a hand-written letter to someone you know. Scan the letter 
and then discuss the significance of a hand-written letter: what makes it 
distinct? Why do people write letters?  

F Sept 6 
 DRAFT:  Rough Draft of Project 1, Part 1 
 
Week 3 Rhetorical Situation 
 
M Sept 9  
 READING: Lloyd Bitzer “The Rhetorical Situation” (PDF) 
W Sept 11 – Plagiarism Exercise   

READING: McGraw-Hill Handbook “Plagiarism, Copyright, and Intellectual 
Property” 

F Sept 13  
 DRAFT: Revised Draft of Project 1, Part 1 
 
Week 4 Conferences – NO REGULAR CLASS (but I’ll see you in 
conference, and I’m asking that you go to the RWC) 
 
M Sept 16 – NO REGULAR CLASS 
W Sept 18 – NO REGULAR CLASS 
F Sept 20 – NO REGULAR CLASS   

JOURNAL: Compose a Vine—within the constraints of that medium, the content of 
the Vine should be one of your flashes of Project 1, Part 1. In your 
reflection, discuss the medium of Vine—How did you go about creating 
your Vine? What things did you consider when producing it? 

 



You will be doing this in groups of 4-5 to help you complete the Vine, but 
each member should have their own independent Vine. If one of your 
group members does not have a smartphone, there are iPads available in 
the Digital Studio or ACE tutoring center.   

 
Week 5 Genre 
 
M Sept 23  

READING: Beyond Words “Identifying Genres” (26-8) & Carolyn Miller “Genre as 
Social Action” (PDF) 

W Sept 25  
F Sept 27  
 DRAFT: Rough Draft of Project 1, Part 2 
 
Week 6 Assessment/Evaluation 
 
M Sept 30 
 READING: McGraw-Hill Handbook “Revising and Editing” 
W Oct 2 
F Oct 4  
 DRAFT: Revised Draft of Project 1, Part 2 
 
Week 7 Curious Researcher Presentations 
 
M Oct 7  – Project 2 and 3 Overview 
 READING: McGraw-Hill Handbook “MLA Documentation Style” 
 DRAFT: **Final Draft of Project 1 Due** 
W Oct 9 – Curious Researcher Presentations 
F Oct 11 – Curious Researcher Presentations (cont’d) 

JOURNAL: You will be given 10 Priority Mail Stickers from USPS—use these 
stickers to compose a text. Discuss the cultural and rhetorical significance 
of these stickers in your reflections. (I’m only asking you to put your 
design on the stickers—you should not post these stickers as vandalism 
across town/campus) 

 
Week 8 Circulation 
 
M Oct 14 

READING: Beyond Words “The Dynamics of Design” (284) & “Reading in a Whole 
New Way” (Kelly, 285-7) 

W Oct 16 
F Oct 18 
 DRAFT: Rough Draft of Project 2 
 
Week 9 Community/Identity/Representation 
 



M Oct 21 
 READING: Beyond Words “How to Fight Monsters” (Alexie, 123-35) 
W Oct 23 
F Oct 25 
 DRAFT: **Final Draft of Project 2 Due** 
 
 
Week 10 Multimodality/Medium/Affordances/Constraints 
 
M Nov 4 

READING: McGraw-Hill Handbook “Multimedia Writing” & “Finding and 
Creating Effective Visuals” 

W Nov 6 
JOURNAL: Using the free audio program Audacity, compose an aural text that tells 

the story of a specific event in your life that defines who you are today. 
Logistically, you should narrate the text yourself and incorporate at least 
two other kinds of elements in your text that isn’t your own voice (for 
example, music, sound effects, someone else’s voice, etc).  

F Nov 8 
 DRAFT: Rough Draft of Project 3 
 
Week 11 Conferences – NO REGULAR CLASS (but I’ll see you in 
conference, and I’m asking that you take a draft to the RWC)  
 
M Oct 28 –NO REGULAR CLASS 
W Oct 30– NO REGULAR CLASS 
F Nov 1 –NO REGULAR CLASS  
 
Week 12 Project Presentations 
 
M Nov 11 – NO CLASS 
W Nov 13 – Project presentations 
F Nov 15  – Project Presentations (cont’d) 
 DRAFT: Revised Draft of Project 3—post on BlackBoard 
 
Week 13 Everyday Writing 
 
M Nov 18  
 READING: bell hooks “Black Vernacular: Architecture as Cultural Practice” (PDF) 
W Nov 20 
F Nov 22 
 DRAFT: **Final Research Paper Due** 
 
Week 14 Everyday Writing Cont’d. 
 
M Nov 25 – Go over Portfolio 



JOURNAL: This journal assignment is based on the content of 
foundmagazine.com. Throughout the semester, I want you to look out for 
these vernacular, everyday kinds of texts. Pick something that you’ve 
found and write about how you’ve found it, what significance it has to you 
(or whoever), and why you are drawn to it.  

W Nov 27 – NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break  
F Nov 29 – NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Break  
 
Week 15 Portfolio/Revision/Assessment 
 
M Dec 2 
 DRAFT: Bring in a text you’d like to revise for the portfolio 
W Dec 4 
 DRAFT: Bring in a text you’d like to revise for the portfolio 
F Dec 6  
 DRAFT: Rough Draft of Portfolio Letter Due 
 
Week 16 – NO FINAL EXAM 
 
M Dec 9 – NO CLASS 
W Dec 11 –  NO CLASS  
 DRAFT: **Final Portfolio Due—send link via e-mail** 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

**This is the projected schedule—it may change depending upon the progress of the 
course**!


